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The symbolic date of 11 November 1918 marks the
regaining of Polish independence after over a century
of bondage under the Partitions. The date is of

utmost importance to Poland and to the Poles, but it

is also worthwhile to take a closer look at a broader
perspective of East-Central Europe at the time. The new
political order being established after the harrowing
experiences of World War | offered a new beginning to
millions of people of various nationalities and religious
denominations. They could now look into the future with
hope, albeit with some apprehension, too.

The rebirth of Poland evoked mixed emotions among
the Jews inhabiting the territories of the former Polish-
Lithuanian Commonwealth—from hopes flared up by
the newly established state concerning equality as
well as religious and cultural freedom, to fears fuelled
by difficult social and political relations. One hundred
years on, we reflect upon the emotions, plans and ideas
that were rife among the Polish-Jewish community in
1918 as a form of commemoration of the anniversary
of Poland regaining independence. Simultaneously,
we are deeply convinced that the scholars from all
across the globe who have been invited to participate
in the conference shall present new perspectives on
the events that occurred a century ago, and especially
on the issues that are vital for the history of Jews and
of other minority groups. The discussions held during
the conference sessions will help us understand the
magnitude of this particular moment in history.



Wsrod Zydow zamieszkujgcych ziemie dawnej
Rzeczypospolitej odrodzenie niepodlegtej Polski
wzbudzato réozne emocje - od nadziei zwigzanych

Z nowo powstajgcym panstwem, dotyczgcych rownosci,
swobody religijnej i kulturalnej az po obawy wynikajace
z trudnych relacji spotecznych i politycznych.

Podjeta sto lat pdzniej refleksja na temat tego, jakie
uczucia, plany i pomysty byty udziatem spotecznosci
zydowskiej ziem polskich w 1918 r. jest nie tylko formg
upamietnienia rocznicy odzyskania niepodlegtosci.
Jestesmy przekonani, ze zaproszeni na konferencje
naukowcy z catego $wiata zaprezentujg nowe spojrzenia
na wydarzenia sprzed stulecia, w szczegdlnosci na
kwestie wazne w historii Zydow i historii innych

grup mniejszosciowych, a towarzyszace spotkaniu
dyskusje pozwola lepiej zrozumiec¢ wage tego
historycznego momentu.
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Day 1,29 November 2018

Opening session
Dariusz Stola, tukasz Niesiotowski-Spano

Roundtablel
Polish Independence, Jewish Question and the

Neighbors
Chair : Maciej Zakrocki
Panelists : Christhardt Henschel, Stephan

Stach, Darius Stalitinas, Andrei Zamoiski

Coffee break

Session I: Hopes
Chair : Kamil Kijek

Natalia Aleksiun
Jews in Galicia Imagine Independent Poland

Joshua Zimmerman

A Black Spot in Polish-Jewish Relations that Won't Go
Away: the 1920 Internment Camp for Jewish Soldiers
at Jabfonna

Marcos Silber
November Hopes for Genuine Equality: Citizenship,
Nationalism and National Autonomy

Commentary : David Engel



Break

Session ll: Fears
Chair : Jerzy Kochanowski

Piotr J. Wrobel
The First World War: Poles, Jews, and Germans

Theodore R. Weeks
Jews between Poland and Lithuania: Wilno, ,Middle
Lithuania” and Modern Nationalisms, 1918-1922

Michat Trebacz
Great Fears of a Great War. Lodz Jews on the Eve of
Polish Independence

Commentary : Antony Polonsky

Coffee break

Keynote lecture

Prof. David Engel
Independence for Whom? Jews and the New Political
Order in Eastern Europe after 1918



Day 2, 30 November 2018

Session llI: Realities
Chair : Dariusz Stola

Konrad Zielinski
Jewish Population on the Polish Lands on the Eve
of Poland’s Independence

Robert Blobaum
The Specter of Judeo-Polonia and the Politics
of Containment: 1918 and Beyond

Eugenia Prokop-Janiec
1918: Institutions of Jewish Culture on the Eve of Poland'’s
Independence

Commentary : Jochen Bohler

Coffee break

Roundtable Il
Chair : Antony Polonsky
Jews and Polish Independence. 100 Years Later

Panelists : David Engel, Jochen Béhler,
Piotr J. Wrébel, Jolanta Zyndul

Break

Jews and Polish Independence: core exhibition and
temporary exhibition tour, guide: Dr Tamara Sztyma
(EN)
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The conference sessions will be held in the conference room A.
The keynote lecture will be delivered at the auditorium.

Languages: Polish and English (simultaneous translation)

Admission free

Academic Committe

Jerzy Kochanowski, University of Warsaw
Artur Markowski, POLIN Museum, University of Warsaw

Marcos Silber, University of Haifa
Dariusz Stola, POLIN Museum
Michat Trebacz, POLIN Museum

Secretary of the Conference
Joanna Wodjcicka-Warda, POLIN Museum

Illustration on the front cover: Polish Jews watching the German army units entering
Parczew. Photograph from the collection of G. Russ, Association of the Jewish Historical
Institute, in deposit at POLIN Museum.



The conference is organized within the Global Education Outreach Program.

The conference was made possible thanks to the support of the Taube
Philanthropies, the William K. Bowes, Jr. Foundation, and the Association
of the Jewish Historical Institute of Poland.
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The conference was made possible thanks to the support of the European
Association for Jewish Studies.

EAJS

uropean Association for Jewish Studies

This project is part of the commemoration of the centennial of the regaining
of independence. ’ /
wr (7

The international conference “November hopes. Jews and the indepen- N
dence of Poland in 1918” is financed under contract no. 880/P-DUN/2018 n\
by the Ministry of Science and Higher Education within the framework of

disseminating research findings.

Ministerstwo Nauki
i Szkolnictwa Wyzszego

POLSKIE TOWARZYSTWO STUDIOW ZYDOWSKICH
C/0INSTYTUT JUDRISTYKI UNIWERSYTETU IGIELLONSKIEGO
UL JOZEFR 19, 31056 KRRKOW

Conference is organized under the patronage of the Polish Society for Jewish
Studies. &




